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Presents skillful, insightful, 
focused thesis statement 

Presents thesis Statement with 
effective insight and focus 

Presents thesis statement with 
minimal insight and focus 

Presents thesis statement or one 
with no insight and focus 

No clear thesis. 

 Exemplary synthesis of ideas, 
providing multiple perspectives 
that draw strong and clear 
connections between thesis and 
related ideas 

Effective synthesis of ideas, 
providing multiple perspectives that 
draw connections between thesis 
and related ideas 

Limited synthesis of ideas, 
providing limited perspectives that 
draw insufficient connections 
between thesis and related ideas 

Does not synthesize ideas, or provide 
multiple perspectives, shows limited 
understanding of connections 
between thesis and related ideas 

 

 Demonstrates exceptional selection 
of supporting information, including 
a primary source, clearly relevant to 
thesis and related ideas. 
Predominately scholarly sources. 

Demonstrates effective selection of 
supporting information, including a 
primary source, clearly relevant to 
thesis and related ideas. More 
scholarly sources than other.  

Demonstrates selection of supporting 
information, including a primary 
source, relevant to thesis and 
related ideas. May have more websites 
instead of scholarly sources. 

Minimal use of supporting information 
relevant to thesis and related ideas 
Does not include primary source. 
Mostly websites. May not have 
scholarly sources. 

No supporting information 
relevant to thesis and related 
ideas.  

 Masterfully balances use of 
quotations and student 
paraphrasing, weaving quotes 
effectively.  

Effectively balances use of 
quotations and student 
paraphrasing, weaving 
quotes adequately.  

Insufficiently balances use of 
quotations and student paraphrasing. 
Quotes may be presented in large 
chunks or without context. 

Does not effectively balance  
quotations and student paraphrasing 

No quotations and/or 
student paraphrasing. All 
one or the other.  

 Demonstrates flawless MLA 
style, including   pagination, 
formatting and citations. While 
minor errors exist, they do not 
detract from paper. * 

Demonstrates effective MLA 
style, including pagination, 
formatting and citations. Exhibits 
more errors than a flawless paper 
but is mostly correct. 

Demonstrates limited skill with 
MLA style, including pagination, 
formatting and citations. Half of 
the citations may be incorrect.  

Demonstrates flawed MLA style, 
including pagination, formatting and 
citations. More than half of the citations 
are incorrect.  

Does not use MLA style.  

 Seamlessly integrates student- 
generated visual to enhance and 
emphasize important content. 

Visual is well-constructed and 
actually improves the reading 
experience.  

Effectively integrates student- 
generated visual to enhance 
important content. Visual is 

well-constructed but may not 
actually enhance the reading 
experience. 

Integrates student-generated visual to 
emphasize content. Visual may be 
distracting or emphasize extraneous 
content that is not important to the 
development of the thesis. Visual may 
be poorly constructed or labeled.  

Does not effectively integrate student-
generated visual to clarify content. 
Significant errors in labeling or 
construction may inhibit the reader’s 
ability to understand the content. The 
visual may be overly simple or irrelevant. 

Does not include a student-
generated visual. The visual 
may be plagiarized or missing. 
Students who do not provide 
the required complete source 
with HL TEXT will score a 0. 
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Exhibits masterful use of language, 
including skillful word choice, 
clarity, consistent voice, and 
effective compositional choices that 
convey specific meaning 

Exhibits good use of language, 
including intentional word choice, 
clarity, consistent voice, and 
effective compositional choices that 
convey specific meaning 

Exhibits ineffective use of language, 
including weak word choice, limited 
clarity, inconsistent voice, and 
ineffective compositional choices 

Exhibits flawed use of language, 
including poor word choice, confusing 
ideas, no voice, and lack of 
compositional choices 

 

 Masterfully uses standard writing 
conventions in grammar, spelling, 
capitalization, punctuation, and 
usage to enhance meaning 

Effectively uses standard writing 
conventions in grammar, spelling, 
capitalization, punctuation, and 
usage to enhance meaning 

Minimally uses standard writing 
conventions in grammar, spelling, 
capitalization, punctuation, and 
usage to enhance meaning 

Does not use standard writing 
conventions effectively in grammar, 
spelling, capitalization, punctuation, 
and usage 

 

Total 
Points 

   *Papers with errors in matching sources cannot score a 4 on    

   MLA style. 

   Total points correspond to a grade on the CMS conversion    

   chart . 

  Students who do not submit a paper or who plagiarize will earn a zero on the assignment.      

  Papers that are nonscorable will also earn a zero on the assignment. Nonscorable papers    

  include those submitted without a works cited page, without internal citations, or without five  

  matching sources. 
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