
                          

                    September 14, 2017  

  

Dear Providence High School English III Students and Parents:  

  

The CMS Graduation Project begins in the 11th grade year with the research paper and service 

preparation.  The project culminates in the senior year with a service learning experience (SLE), portfolio 

and presentation. The CMS handbook describes the project as the opportunity for students to showcase 

the knowledge and skills they have “acquired over the course of their academic career.” Students must 

take “full ownership” of the process because most of the work on this culminating project is done without 

the “daily supervision of classroom teachers.” Detailed information and forms are located at 

http://phsgraduationproject.weebly.com.  

  

Basic information:  

● The paper is to be 6-8 pages long (minimum 144 lines of text.)  

● The paper will be formatted according to current MLA requirements and must include a 

complete works-cited list (handbooks in each classroom and in media center).  

● Students will retain drafts and other required documentation for their portfolios.  

● During the senior year, students will present their SLE documentation and portfolios.  

● Teachers are happy to assist students as needs arise and offer tutoring year round. Students 

should initiate this contact.  

● The final graduation paper will count for 40% of the student’s fourth quarter grade as 

required by CMS guidelines.  

  

Any plagiarism means the student receives a zero with no opportunity to make up the work or do 

extra credit, per school policy. (Please refer to the Providence Honor Code in the front of the student 

planner for specifics.) Papers that are nonscorable will also earn a zero on the assignment. 

Nonscorable papers include those submitted without a works-cited list, without internal citations, or 

without five matching sources.    

  

We recommend students purchase of the latest official MLA Style guide, the MLA Handbook 8th Edition.  

This is the first revision in eight years, and the book offers details and examples not available elsewhere. 

This updated version can also be used in college. Information is also available at http://style.mla.org.  
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Due Dates:                 A Day    

          

      B Day  

Project Approval Form                                October 2nd      October 3rd    

Thesis Statement and Annotated Bibliography               October 18th    October 19st    

Thesis and bibliography returned to students      November 13th   November 14th   

Outline                           December 12th         December 13th    

Rough Draft                           January 23rd    January 24th      

FINAL PAPER DUE                      January 31st     February 1st    

   

Late Policy:  

All due dates are firm. Should a student become ill, he must submit the annotated bibliography, detailed 

outline, rough draft and/or final paper to the teacher on the assigned date before the end of his class 

period.  A friend or parent may also turn in the paper on the student’s behalf. To be absolutely fair and 

consistent, there will be no extensions on any of the major dates listed above for students who are 

absent. School closures for inclement weather also will not result in extensions to due dates (unless 

an extraordinary issue requires an announcement). Students must submit an online copy and a 

hard copy of the final paper. Teachers will deduct 20 points per day from the earned grade for late work 

(online and hardcopy submissions).  For example, an outline or final paper that scores 80% would, if two 

days late, receive 40 points credit.  The major components of the paper will be accepted for credit up to 

three days late.  After this time, the student will receive no credit but can receive feedback from the 

teacher.   

  

We encourage students to meet all deadlines to give themselves the greatest chance for success.   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Please DETACH the portion below and return to school with signatures.  

____________________________________________________________________________________________  

  

Student Name (print):____________________________________________________________________ My 

signature certifies that I have read the guidelines and expectations outlined in this document.  

  

  

Student:  _______________________________________________________ Date:____________________  

  

  

Parent:  _________________________________________________________ Date:____________________  


